
Brief History of the Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of Holy Trinity in Saskatoon  

And the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 

 

The Church was founded as the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada in 1918 and was 
incorporated by the House of Commons in May 1982.  
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From Program Book for Extra Ordinary SOBOR of UOCC 2018 – Saskatoon, Sk. 

His Grace Job Getcha and Dr. Oleh Gerus  

 

   “The seed of the Orthodox Faith was sowed on the Canadian land, not by missionaries, but by simple 

peasants, who came from Ukraine and established themselves on the Canadian prairies. It is indeed on this 

simple, but at the same time deep, faith of the Ukrainian peasants-pioneers that the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church of Canada was established.” 

 

    In July 1918 a confidential conference of disenchanted lay Catholics from Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 

Alberta created a Ukrainian Orthodox Brotherhood – its goal – to organize the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox 

Church of Canada. Although the Ukrainian settlers who took part in the organization of this Church body 

were not theologians, they were conscious of the canon law that a Church body cannot exist without a 

bishop. Thus, the brotherhood contacted Archbishop Alexander, and an ethnic Ukrainian in the Russian 

Orthodox Mission in North America, who initially accepted to become the temporary bishop of the 

Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada (U.G.O.C.C) and to preside at its first Sobor, but later 

refused. The first “Sobor” took place anyway on December 28, 1918, without the presence of a bishop and 

led to the establishment of the first seminary in Saskatoon. The second Sobor was held on November 27, 

1919, with the presence of the Antiochian Metropolitan Germanos, who accepted to lead the U.G.O.C.C. 

until the time it would have its own bishop. He headed the Church for five years, until 1924.   

 

“From Historical Highlights of Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of Holy Trinity” 

Prepared by Stan Klopoushak  

1917-   Relocation of Church building from 634 – 20
th
 Street West to 310 Ave. P South 

1918 – July 18-19- First conference of 150 from the three Prairie Provinces was held in Saskatoon 

 Resolution passed to organize the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada 

1918 – December 28 - First Sobor of newly organized U.O. Church held in Saskatoon 

1919 – First Theological Seminary opened in Saskatoon 

1921 – Rev. S. Sawchuk became the priest of the Saskatoon Orthodox Parish and served his first     

 Liturgy  

1935 – Auditorium purchased for taxes ($462.62) 

1949 – October - Very Rev. Dr. S. Sawchuk blessed the cornerstone of newly built Cathedral on Ave. J     

 and 20
th
 Street 

1952 – November - Metropolitan Ilarion blessed official opening of new Cathedral 

1957 – The Ikonostas is built by woodworker Tkach from Smoky Lake, AB 

1962 – New Auditorium built 

1968 – 50
th
 Anniversary celebrations of Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church of Canada held in Saskatoon 

1977 – Installation of four additional chandeliers in main Cathedral 

1978 – Consecration of His Grace Bishop Wasyly Fedak of Sasktaoon    

         - Installation of two chandeliers in Altar 

1987 – Icon project; church renovations in preparation for Millennium of Orthodox Church 

         - Millennium celebrations in Saskatoon; St. Volodymyr Statue blessed  

1989 – His Grace Bishop Yuriy appointed Vicar Bishop of Saskatoon and Central Eparchy 



1993 – 70
th
 Anniversary celebrations of U.W.A.C. Olha Kobylianska Cathedral Branch and 75

th
 

 Anniversary of Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of Holy Trinity 

2008 – Extra Ordinary Sobor in Saskatoon; newly elected Bishops His Grace Bishop Ilarion and His Grace 

 Bishop Andriy 

2016-2019 – stained glass window icons of Saints; choir balcony icon of “Canadian Mother of God” with         

 angels 

2018 – 100
th
 Anniversary of Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and of our Cathedral                  

 Extra Ordinary Sobor in Saskatoon 

 

 

First Cathedral Church Council 1918 

Hawrylow Slipchenko, Wasyl Swystun, Pavlo Slipchenko, Michael Stechishen, Julian Stechishen  

 

Today’s Church Council 2021 

Rod Antonichuk, Robert Rudy, Carol Shinkewski, Bohdan Danyliw, Larry Klopoushak, Larry Balion, 

Zane Skoretz, Carol Ciseski, Elaine Maksymiuk, Maurice Werezak, Randy Evans, Cindy Didula, 

Oleksandr Tretyak, Tiffany Kreke,                                                                                                  

Administrative Team: Gord Trischuk, Stan Hawryliw, Nadine Potts. 

 

Clergy 1918 to 2021 

Very Rev. Archpriest Lazar German, Very Rev. Archpriest Mykola Kopachuk, Very Rev. Archpriest 

Semen Sawchuk, Very Rev. Archpriest Wasyl Kudryk, Very Rev. Archpriest Kornell Krystiuk, Very Rev. 

Archpriest Stepan Hrebeniuk, Very Rev. Archpriest Yeronem Hrycyna, Very Rev. Archpriest Konstantyn 

Zhelishkevych, Very  Rev. Archpriest Toma Kowalishen, Very Rev. Archpriest Joseph Triska, Very Rev. 

Archpriest Volodymyr Sluzar, Very Rev. Archpriest Michael Bodnarchuk, Very Rev. Archpriest Franko 

Kernisky, Very Rev. Archpriest Dr. Hryhoriy Udod, Very Rev. Protopresbyter Maxim Olesiuk, Very Rev. 

Archpriest Taras Krochak, Very Rev. Protopresbyter Andriy Teterenko, Very Rev. Archpriest Demjan 

Hohol, Very Rev. Archpriest Taras Makowsky 


