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Слава Ісусу Христу! Слава На Віки! Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 

On behalf of the members of UWAC Ol’ha Kobylianska we would like to greet all members of our 

church and wish you well in your decisions at our Annual General Meeting. 

It certainly nice to see more members coming back to church and our UWAC events. I would be 

remiss if I did not say it would be wonderful to see many, many more. We know participation is 

at low levels after the comforts of home were made available during COVID but your presence is 

vital to the existence of UWAC and our church. 

More than once this year I received comments from visitors on how fortunate our church is to 

have the volunteer base we have and how wonderful it is to witness everyone coming together 

to get a job done – often before even being asked. The teachings of the church help us to 

recognize the importance of respect and kindness, but it takes good people to put this into 

practice and we do have good people. We value the contribution of all our UWAC members 

whether the contribution be in person, or a duty performed from home. We value every financial 

donation and realize especially this year; the donations have allowed us to complete some 

project that have been a dream for a number of years. We value the support of our church 

members and friends that join us to donate their time at a work bee or help us plan an event. 

This year was a vivid reminder that even though there is work to be done, the time spent together 

is what we will remember and cherish in the years ahead. 

Thank you all. 

We continue to support our homeland Ukraine - at war since February 24th, 2022. We will 

continue to provide a kolach for the Sunday Panakayda in memory of the loved ones lost fighting 

to maintain Ukraine’s freedom until the war is over. We continue to pray for peace and the 

leadership to bring peace to Canada and Ukraine. 

A heartfelt thank you to our UWAC Executive Board: Cindy Didula, Carol Shinkewski, Ilaria 

Powalinsky, Larise Skoretz, Cathy Herman, Cheryl Fedusiak, and Carol Cisecki. We thank Very 

Reverend Archpriest Taras Makowsky and Dobr. Joanne Makowsky for their leadership, support, 

and guidance. We thank Holy Trinity Parish Council and our Administrator Zenovie Kindrachuk 

for allowing us to operate as we think best and for respecting the decisions we make. 

Our branch of UWAC is indeed fortunate to have the expertise of many women who give of 

themselves and teach us the nuances of many Ukrainian traditions. Pat Hawryliw and Vesper 

Kowalsky have helped many of us understand and appreciate the beauty of bread making and 

the techniques required for Kolachi and Paska breadmaking. Nadine Potts, Cathy Herman, and 



Carol Shinkewski start their days before the rest of us preparing the varenyky dough and 

ensuring we have the best possible product for sale. We begin our bread, varenyky 

and cabbage roll bees in early fall in preparation for our Christmas Bake Sales, Easter 

Bake Sale, and Frozen Product Sales. The work required to prepare for the bees is quite 

involved and although we often thank the volunteers who come out to prepare the 

product to sell, we may neglect to thank those behind the scenes. Please join me in 

thanking: our buyer, Cindy Didula; our advertising and membership chair, Larise 

Skoretz; our hall decorator, Cheryl Fedusiak and Cathy Herman; our flower and 

wellness coordinator Olga Dwernychuk; our Tea and Fellowship coordinators, Ilaria 

Powalinsky and Tania Maximiuk and of course, the men and church members that 

help and support all our efforts. Thank you! 

The Feast of Jordan Supper was held January 18th with a delicious meal prepared. As 

we celebrated the Baptism of Christ in the River Jordan, we gathered on a frosty winter 

night and looked forward to the Blessing of our homes in the days to come. 

Saturday April 27th, 2024, we held our UWAC Easter Bake Sale and again were pleased 

our product and baking were enjoyed by eager customers. Our customers are a diverse 

group of people, and they shared what a joy it is to attend our highly organized annual 

event. 

The summer was busy as usual with dance competitions, choir performances, Ukrainian 

Festivals, Ukrainian Day in the Park, and the many activities at the Ukrainian Museum 

of Canada. UWAC Ol’ha Kobylianska Branch Membership Tea was held September 

15th, and we honoured sixteen members. We will miss the presence of two faithful and 

long-time members – Elsie Stefanuk and Rose Jarman. May their memory be eternal. 

Our Frozen Product Sales have been scheduled for the last Saturday of each month. 

Ilaria Powalinsky and Tania Maximiuk graciously took care of most of the Saturday 

sales. We must thank the many volunteers that came out the Varenyky and Cabbage 

Roll Bees to keep our freezers full. 

Our Christmas Bake Sale on December 7th was once again a wonderful success. It is a 

day when we can proudly display our delicious food, support our charities, and enjoy 

the company of friends and family. It has become a seasonal favorite for our 

community. 

December 8th, 2024, was our St. Nicholas Concert when we gathered to share a 

meal, listen to the children sing and to witness the awe of a visit from St. Nicholas 

himself. 

We will look forward to gathering and continuing to grow in 2025! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Cisecki UWAC Ol’ha Kobylianska Past President 
 


